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From the President 
                By Chris Angelos 
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   FPOA Programs  2013 

   Saturday  Evening Programs 

      Apr 6, 13, 20    May 4, 11, 18 

    Jun 1, 8, 15, 29     Jul 6, 13  

      Aug 3, 10, 31     Sept 7, 28  

  Oct 5, 12, 26     

 

        Solar Programs 

    Mar 9   Apr 13   May 11   Jun 8  

     Jul 6   Aug 10   Sept 7    Oct 5 

 

     Board Meetings  

    Jan 12    Feb 9    Mar 9    Apr 13 

    May 11  Jun 8     Jul 6    Aug 10  

    Sept 7    Oct 5    Nov 2 

 

        Special Events  

  Star–B–Que         Aug 10 

 Member Appreciation Night    Sept 7 

Please check  http://www.fpoa.net/schedule.html 
for changes or updates to this schedule. 

  When October ends, the 2013 season for our 
public programs at the Fremont Peak Observatory 
will be over.  Inclement weather and lack of park 
visitors to during late fall and winter make it prudent 
to cease our public programs until April in the com-
ing new year.  By November we will have complet-
ed 20 evening programs, 8 solar programs, and our 
2 big summer events the FPOA Star-B-Que and 
the Member Appreciation Night. 
  With these accomplishments I can rightfully thank 
and praise all the people who made these events 
possible.  In addition to the park visitors for interest 
and monetary donations, I would also like to thank 
our members for their participation and financial 
support.  
  Special thanks also should go to our Hartnell in-
terns for their continued efforts in presenting many 
of our public programs.  This year’s group has 
been a great help to our regular Public Program 
volunteers, helping out with presentations, operat-
ing telescopes and answering questions for visi-
tors.  
  Also, special thanks to our FPOA Board members 
for providing the direction, expertise and leadership 
to make it all happen.  
 We should not forget the State Park system for 
their roll in supporting the observatory facilities and 
activities. 
 Just because the public programs have ended 
does not mean that members with an Observer lev-
el membership have to stop using the observatory 
facilities.  You or your group can still reserve nights 
for using the observatory.  Remember that reserva-
tions of the observatory and Challenger telescope 
depend on your volunteer assistance during the 
year with Public Programs.  Just be sure to contact 
Ron (schedule at fpoa.net) our director of instru-
ments to make your reservation. 
 

 

 

    

   

 

Bringing Astronomy to the Public 

SOME THOUGHTS ON NAKED EYE  
ASTRONOMY 

    By Patrick Donnelly 
   I went out early on the morning of August 12 this 
year to observe some Perseid Meteors.  That morning 
I observed 143 Perseids, 14 sporadic meteors, and 6 
satellites.  However, that was just the start.  During 
the three (3) hours I watched meteors I was also able 
to watch the constellations Taurus, Orion, and Gemini 
rise.  I saw Jupiter, Mars, and Mercury pop up over 
the horizon, and Procyon & Sirius came up too. 
           Continued Page 2 
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In June 1995, while in the United Kingdom, I was 

able to observe twilight due north at local mid-
night.  To make things even better both Capella 
and Beta Aurigae were visible just above the end 
on twilight. 

In July 2003 I travelled as far out into the desert 
of Utah as possible to see a truly dark sky.  Not 
only were stars down to magnitude +6.5 visible to 
my aged eyes, but the central bulge of the Milky 
Way was quite apparent.  I really felt like was 
looking at our galaxy finally.    

In 2003 I was able to watch both MIR and the ISS 

travel across the sky at the same time with both 
satellites approaching each other within about 5° 
on the celestial sphere. 

During the Transits of Venus in 2004 and 2012 I 

was able to see (with the appropriate solar filter) 
Venus as an extended, not a point source, object. 

Numerous eclipses of the sun & moon, meteor 

showers & storms, comets, the green flash & 
once the blue flash, and many bright meteors. 

 
 As you can see there are many wonders to observe 
without the need of some form of optical aid.  You 
should not be dismayed, if you find yourself separat-
ed from your telescope.  There are still many won-
ders in the heavens to observe.  As a final note, here 
are two (2) naked eye challenges for you.  See if you 
can spot M33 (The Pinwheel Galaxy) and the planet 
Uranus, now hiding up in Pisces.  I believe I have 
seen them, but I’m not positive. 
      Pat 
 

Star-B-Que 2013 
 
  Star-B-Que  is a time to meet old friends and make 
new ones, to share some food, enjoy a raffle of as-
tronomical items, an astronomical lecture with a 
guest speaker and best of all a beautiful night sky 
with friends. 
  This year’s Star-B-Que provided all these things 
with food provided by FPOA and potluck dishes 
brought by our guests, great raffle prizes donated by 
Orion Telescopes and Lumicon, and a lecture enti-
tled “ Rocks Falling from the Sky” by FPOA member 
Peter Jenniskens of the SETI Institute.  The following 
page highlights some of the activities and people 
who enjoyed a day at the observatory in Fremont 
Peak State Park.  A complete album of Star-B-Que 
pictures can be seen at the Shutterfly website : 
https://fpoaimages.shutterfly.com/1405 
 
    Continued page 3 

NAKED EYE ASTRONOMY  from Page 1 

In addition, the Zodiacal Light was quite obvious.  It 
extended to almost 40 - 50° above the horizon.  The 
Milky Way was traceable from Perseus to Canis Ma-
jor.  Finally, because of the darkness of the location 
and lack of lights to the northeast I was able to see 
hints of twilight almost two (2) hours before sunrise.  
The twilight was visible before the astronomical twi-
light limit.  All in all it was a great experience, and it is 
one I hope to repeat. 

Zodiacal Light Image taken by FPOA member  Ardi-
an Fernandez looking East from Fremont Peak. 
 

  I am telling this story of my naked eye observing 
session in hopes that more of you will do the same.  
In this extreme high tech era of computer controlled 
telescopes and other observing gadgets by the hun-
dreds it seems that we have forgotten why we be-
came interested in astronomy in the first place.  I, for 
one, am interested in the rest of the universe beyond 
the Earth’s atmosphere.  Thus, I sometimes like to 
observe with no more than my glasses corrected na-
ked eyes.   Although I do enjoy naked eye astrono-
my, I should note that I also have more than enough 
telescopes, binoculars, and camera equipment. 
  If you believe that naked eye astronomy is not 
worth the effort, consider the following examples of 
some of my naked eye sky observations: 
 

In November 1989 I was able to observe an Au-

rora Borealis that was so bright it overpowered 
the brightness of the last quarter moon.  All four 
(4) auroral colors were present – white, red, 
green, and purple, and the aurora covered es-
sentially the entire sky. 
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Lumicon is offering a $25 Gift Certificate to all to 
new and to members who renew before the end of 
the year.  I will send details to you when you re-
new. 
  December is the time that most members renew 
their annual membership (and Life Members with 
Observer status renew it).  This year my travel 
schedule may add some delays to the processing 
of your renewals.  I will paint the worst case picture 
here.  The FPOA Board will be improving on this. 

Renewals received at our PO Box after Decem-
ber 1st may not be processed until February. 
Renewals received at my home address (the 
preferred snail mail address) after December 
15th will not be processed until  February. 
We will continue to process any PayPal renew-
als while I am away. 

  Thus, I strongly suggest Observers, in particular, 
use PayPal this year this year for your renewal (or 
act early). 
  Once I get back I will contact  anyone with a de-
layed  paper renewal that has a postmark before 
December  31st to see if they would like to partici-
pate in the Lumicon program. 
  Thanks for your understanding. 

 

Fremont Peak Observatory Association 

PO Box 1376, San Juan Bautista, Ca. 95045 

 
           Officers and Directors—2013 

President      Chris Angelos  831 688-3562 
      chrisangelos at plantronics.com      
 
Vice President   John Parker 
      jparker81621 at yahoo.com 
 
Secretary     Dave Samuels 
      dave at davesamuels.com 
 
Treasurer     Rob Hawley  408 997-6526 
      treasurer at fpoa.net 
 
Directors     Doug Brown  408 314-2844 
      Nworbd at comcast.com 
 
      Pat Donnelly  408 778-2741 
      kungfugina at aol.com 
 
      Loren Dynneson 831 443-8631 
   
      Michael Connelly 925 413-7064 
      michaelconnally at gmail.com 
 
Dir. Of Instruments   Ron Dammann 408 255-1863 
   schedule at fpoa.net 
 
Membership and  Newsletter Distribution: 
   Rob Hawley 408 997-6526 
   treasurer at fpoa.net 
 
Directors Emeritus Kevin Medlock 
   Denni Medlock 
   epoch at majornet.com 

The Fremont Peak Observer is published four 
times a year (Winter, Spring, Summer, Fall).  
Articles from members are encouraged and 
should be emailed to <schedule at fpoa.net > 
Articles should be in plain text or MS Word for-
mat.  Deadlines are Feb. 1, May 1, Aug. 1 and 
Nov 1, respectively. 

  FPOA on the Internet 

Phone Number:   831-623-2465 
Email Address:   info at fpoa.net 
Website:    www.fpoa.net 
Members Only Page:    members.fpoa.net 
Members List Signup:  http://fpoa.net/mailman/listinfo/ 
    fpoa-members 

     EMAIL DELIVERY OF THE OBSERVER 
Dear FPOA Members, 
We have been delivering the Observer via email for the past 
several years. This obviously saves the Association postal ex-
penses, and assures the quickest delivery to you. However, 
several of you no longer have valid email addresses, due to ISP 
changes, moves, etc. If you would like to continue to receive, 
or begin to receive, notification of the Observer via email, 
please send your current email address to membership at 
fpoa.net 

  Observer Membership News 
 
    By Rob Hawley 

2013 Membership Renewal 
  Renewals are easy.  You can use the forms on the 
membersh ip  page h t t p : / /www. f poa.net /
membership.html to pay with either PayPal or via a 
credit card.  For those preferring paper you can just 
send a check (that has your current correct address) 
to : FPOA Membership, c/o Rob Hawley, 1233 Hill-
crest Dr, San Jose CA 95120 

  If you email has changed then please be sure to 
include that in either the PayPal payment as a com-
ment or a note with your check. 

http://www.fpoa.net/membership.html
http://www.fpoa.net/membership.html

